FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Cycle C

ENTRANCE HYMN

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Angels we have heard on high
sweetly singing o'er our plains;
and the mountains in reply
echo still their joyous strains.

R. They are happy who dwell in your house, O Lord.
1. How lovely is your dwelling place,
Lord, God of hosts.
My soul is longing and yearning,
is yearning for the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my soul ring out their joy
to God, the living God. (R.)

Gloria in excelsis deo (2)
Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your rapturous strain prolong?
Say, what may your tidings be,
which inspire your heavenly song.

2. They are happy, who dwell in your house,
for ever singing your praise.
They are happy, whose strength is in you;
they walk with ever growing strength. (R.)

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

3. O Lord, God of hosts, hear my prayer,
give ear, O God of Jacob.
Turn your eyes, O God, our shield,
look on the face of your anointed. (R.)

We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

SECOND READING
A reading from the first letter of St. John

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen

FIRST READING
A reading from the first book of Samuel

1:20-22. 24-28

Samuel is made over to the Lord for the whole of his life.

Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son, and called
him Samuel ‘since’ she said ‘I asked the Lord for him.’
When a year had gone by, the husband Elkanah
went up again with all his family to offer the annual
sacrifice to the Lord and to fulfil his vow. Hannah,
however, did not go up, having said to her husband, ‘Not
before the child is weaned. Then I will bring him and
present him before the Lord and he shall stay there for
ever.’
When she had weaned him, she took him up with
her together with a three-year old bull, an ephah of flour
and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the temple of
the Lord at Shiloh; and the child was with them. They
slaughtered the bull and the child’s mother came to Eli.
She said, ‘If you please, my lord. As you live, my lord, I
am the woman who stood here beside you, praying to
the Lord. This is the child I prayed for, and the Lord
granted me what I asked him. Now I make him over to
the Lord for the whole of his life. He is made over to the
Lord.’
There she left him, for the Lord.
The word of the Lord.

Ps 83:2-3. 5-6. 9-10. R) v.5

3:1-2. 21-24

We are called God’s children, and that is what we are.

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us,
by letting us be called God’s children;
and that is what we are.
Because the world refused to acknowledge him,
therefore it does not acknowledge us.
My dear people, we are already the children of God
but what we are to be in the future has not yet been
revealed,
all we know is, that when it is revealed
we shall be like him
because we shall see him as he really is.
My dear people,
if we cannot be condemned by our own conscience,
we need not be afraid in God’s presence,
and whatever we ask him,
we shall receive,
because we keep his commandments
and live the kind of life that he wants.
His commandments are these:
that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and that we love one another
as he told us to.
Whoever keeps his commandments
lives in God and God lives in him.
We know that he lives in us
by the Spirit that he has given us.
The word of the Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

cf. Acts 16:14

Alleluia, alleluia!

GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Jesus is found by his parents sitting among the doctors.

2:41-52

Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem
for the feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years
old, they went up for the feast as usual. When they were
on their way home after the feast, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem without his parents knowing it.
They assumed he was with the caravan, and it was only

after a day’s journey that they went to look for him
among their relations and acquaintances. When they
failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem looking for
him everywhere.
Three days later, they found him in the Temple,
sitting among the doctors, listening to them, and asking
them questions; and all those who heard him were
astounded at his intelligence and his replies. They were
overcome when they saw him, and his mother said to
him, ‘My child, why have you done this to us? See how
worried your father and I have been, looking for you.’
‘Why were you looking for me?’ he replied. ‘Did you not
know that I must be busy with my Father’s affairs?’ But
they did not understand what he meant.
He then went down with them and came to Nazareth
and lived under their authority. His mother stored up all
these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in
wisdom, in stature, and in favour with God and men.

1. Once in royal David's city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a Mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that Mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.
2. He came do to earth from heaven,
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor, and mean, and lowly,
lived on earth our Saviour holy.
3. And through all his wondrous childhood
he would honour and obey,
love, and watch the lowly maiden
in whose gentle arms he lay;
Christian children, all must be
mild, obedient, good as he.

The Gospel of the Lord.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

APOSTLES’ CREED

1. Hark, the herald angels sing,
glory to the new-born King;
peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled:
joyful all ye nations rise,
join the triumph of the skies,
with the angelic host proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
(All bow)
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead,

Hark, the herald angels sing,
glory to the new-born King.
2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a Virgin's womb!
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
OFFERTORY HYMN

1. All hail to you, Mary,
most favoured by God
O teach us to follow
the path you once trod.

1. We three kings of Orient are;
bearing gifts we traverse afar;
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.

Ave, Ave, Ave Maria
2. When Gabriel had spoken
you humbly said ‘Yes’.
may we have the courage
God’s Word to confess.

O Star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright;
Westward leading, still protruding,
guide us to thy perfect light.
2. Born a King on Bethlehem plain,
gold I bring, to crown him again,
King for ever, ceasing never,
over us all to reign.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

1.

3.

To those for whom sickness
and sadness are near,
show Jesus your first-born,
our Saviour from fear.

2.

4.

With Joseph your husband
you cared for our Lord,
guide parents and children
to life’s one reward.

