FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Cycle C

ENTRANCE HYMN
1. O come, divine Messiah!
The world in silence waits the day
when hope shall sing its triumph,
and sadness flee away.

Sweet Saviour haste
come, come to earth:
dispel the night, and show thy face,
and bid us hail the dawn of grace.
O come, divine Messiah!
The world in silence waits the day
when hope shall sing its triumph,
and sadness flee away.
2. O come in peace and meekness,
For lowly will your cradle be:
Though clothed in human weakness
We shall your God-head see.

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Micah
5:1-4
Out of you will be born the one who is to rule over
Israel.
The Lord says this:
You, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
the least of the clans of Judah,
out of you will be born for me
the one who is to rule over Israel;
his origin goes back to the distant past,
to the days of old.
The Lord is therefore going to abandon them
till the time when she who is to give birth
gives birth.
Then the remnant of his brothers will come
back
to the sons of Israel.
He will stand and feed his flock
with the power of the Lord,
with the majesty of the name of his God.
They will live secure, for from then on he will
extend his power
to the ends of the land.
He himself will be peace.
The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 79:2-3. 15-16. 18-19. R] v. 4
R. God of hosts, bring us back;
let your face shine on us and we shall be
saved.
1. O shepherd of Israel, hear us,
shine forth from your cherubim throne.
O Lord, rouse up your might,
O Lord, come to our help.
(R.)

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted. (R.)
3. May your hand be on the man you have chosen,
the man you have given your strength.
And we shall never forsake you again:
give us life that we may call upon your name.
(R.)

SECOND READING
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 10:5-10

Here I am! I am coming to obey your will.

This is what Christ said, on coming into the world:
You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation,
prepared a body for me.
You took no pleasure in holocausts or sacrifices
for sin;
then I said,
just as I was commanded in the scroll of the
book,
‘God, here I am! I am coming to obey your will.’
Notice that he says first: You did not want what
the Law lays down as the things to be offered,
that is: the sacrifices, the oblations, the
holocausts and the sacrifices for sin, and you
took no pleasure in them; and then he says: Here
I am! I am coming to obey your will. He is
abolishing the first sort to replace it with the
second. And this will was for us to be made holy
by the offering of his body made once and for all
by Jesus Christ.
The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Lk 1:38

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the handmaid of the Lord:
let what you have said be done to me.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
1:39-44

Why should I be honoured with a visit from the
mother of my Lord?
Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to
a town in the hill country of Judah. She went into
Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now
as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the
child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said,
‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I
be honoured with a visit from the mother of my
Lord? For the moment your greeting reached my

ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes,
blessed is she who believed that the promise
made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’
The Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(All bow)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the
dead,
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

4. Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
and Christian folk throughout the world will
ever say:
Most highly favoured lady! Gloria!
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

[refer to the music score on https://hymnary.org/hymn/GC1994/334]

1. Saviour of the nations, come;
Show the glory of the Son!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,
That our Lord chose such a birth.
2. Not by human flesh and blood,
By the Spirit of our God
Was the word of God made fleshWoman’s offspring, pure and fresh.
3. Wondrous birth! O wondrous child
Of the Virgin undefiled!
Mighty God and man in one,
Eager now his race to run!
4. God Creator is his source,
Back to God he runs his course,
Down to death and hell descends,
God’s high throne he reascends.
5. Now your lowly manger bright
Hallows night with newborn light;
Let no night this light subdue,
Let our faith shine ever new.

OFFERTORY HYMN

RECESSIONAL HYMN

I give my hands to do your work
and Jesus Lord, I give them willingly
I give my feet to go your way
and every step I shall take cheerfully

1. Come, O long expected Jesus,
Born to set your people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Free us from captivity.

O the joy of the Lord is my strength, my strength
O the joy of the Lord is my help, my help
For the power of His Spirit is in my heart
And the joy of the Lord is my strength.

2. Born your people to deliver;
Born a child and yet a King!
Dear desire of ev’ry nation,
Come, and save us by your birth.

COMMUNION HYMNS
1. The angel Gabriel, from heaven came,
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame.
“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden, Mary,
most highly favoured lady.” Gloria!
2. “For known, a blessed Mother thou shalt be.
All generations laud and honour thee.
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers
foretold,
most highly favoured lady.” Gloria!
3. Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head.
“To me be, as it pleaseth God,” she said.
“My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name!”
Most highly favoured lady! Gloria!

3. Israel's strength and consolation,
You, the hope of all the earth,
Dear desire of ev'ry nation,
Come and save us by your birth.

