FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Y ear C
God. For our sake God made the sinless one into sin, so
that in him we might become the goodness of God.

ENTRANCE HYMN
1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
To his feet your tribute bring;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
who like me His praises should sing?
Praise him! Praise him! (x2)
Praise the everlasting King.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus!
I will leave this place and go to my father and say:
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.’
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus!

2. Father-like He tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame He knows;
In His hand He gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes.
Praise him! Praise him! (x2)
Widely as His mercy flows.

GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
15:1-3. 11-32

Your brother here was dead and has come to life.

FIRST READING
A reading from the book of Joshua

5:9-12

The People of God keep the Passover on their entry into
the promised land.
The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I have taken the shame
of Egypt away from you.’
The Israelites pitched their camp at Gilgal and kept
the Passover there on the fourteenth day of the month, at
evening in the plain of Jericho. On the morrow of the
Passover they tasted the produce of that country,
unleavened bread and roasted ears of corn, that same
day. From that time, from their first eating of the produce
of that country, the manna stopped falling. And having
manna no longer, the Israelites fed from that year
onwards on what the land of Canaan yielded.
The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Lk 15:18

Ps 33:2-7. R] v. 9

R. Taste and see that the Lord is good.
1. I will bless the Lord at all times,
his praise always on my lips;
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.
The humble shall hear and be glad.

(R.)

2. Glorify the Lord with me.
Together let us praise his name.
I sought the Lord and he answered me;
from all my terrors he set me free.

(R.)

3. Look towards him and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.
This poor man called; the Lord heard him
and rescued him from all his distress.

(R.)

SECOND READING
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians
5:17-21

God reconciled us to himself through Christ.

For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation; the
old creation has gone, and now the new one is here. It is
all God’s work. It was God who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the work of handing on his
reconciliation. In other words, God in Christ was
reconciling the world to himself, not holding men’s faults
against them, and he has entrusted to us the news that
they are reconciled. So we are ambassadors for Christ;
it is as though God were appearing through us, and the
appeal that we make in Christ’s name is: be reconciled to

The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the
company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the
Pharisees and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ they
said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke
this parable to them:
‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his father,
“Father, let me have the share of the estate that would
come to me.” So the father divided the property between
them. A few days later, the younger son got together
everything he had and left for a distant country where he
squandered his money on a life of debauchery.
‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a
severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch, so
he hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who
put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would
willingly have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were
eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to
his senses and said, “How many of my father’s paid
servants have more food than they want, and here am I
dying of hunger! I will leave this place and go to my
father and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven and
against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son;
treat me as one of your paid servants.” So he left the
place and went back to his father.
‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him
and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him
in his arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said,
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I
no longer deserve to be called your son.” But the father
said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his
feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we
are going to have a feast, a celebration, because this
son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was
lost and is found.” And they began to celebrate.
‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his
way back, as he drew near the house, he could hear
music and dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked
what it was all about. “Your brother has come” replied
the servant “and your father has killed the calf we had
fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.”
He was angry then and refused to go in, and his father
came out to plead with him; but he answered his father,
“Look, all these years I have slaved for you and never
once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so
much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But for
this son of yours, when he comes back after swallowing
up your property – he and his women – you kill the calf we
had been fattening.”

‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always
and all I have is yours. But it is only right we should
celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was
dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found.” ’
The Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(All bow)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead,
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

OFFERTORY HYMN
Come to the Lord, Come join us in this offering
Come to the Lord, Come with us as we go
Come to the Lord, this bread and wine we’ll offer Him
Bread for His body, wine to be His blood.
1. He is our maker, He is our God
He is our Father, He is our Saviour and our Lord
2. New life He’ll give us, our strength renew
And by His presence, His Spirit in our lives will grow.

COMMUNION HYMNS
Yes I shall arise and return to my Father!
1. To you, O Lord I lift up my soul
In you O my God, I place all my trust.
2. Look down on me, have mercy O Lord;
Forgive me my sins, behold all my grief.
3. My heart and soul shall yean for your face;
Be gracious to me and answer my plea.
4. Do not withhold your goodness from me
Lord may your love be deep in my soul.
5. To you I pray, have pity on me;
My God, I have sinned against your great love.
6. Mercy I cry, O Lord, wash me clean
And whiter than snow my spirit shall be.
7. Give me again the joy of your help;
Now open my lips, your praise I will sing.
8. Happy is he, forgiven by God;
His sins blotted out, his guilt is no more.
9. You are my joy, my refuge and strength;
Let all upright hearts give praise to the Lord.
10. My soul will sing, my heart will rejoice;
The blessings of God will fill all my days.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~
1. What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer!
Oh what peace we often forfeit,
Oh what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer.
2. Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged;
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
take it to the Lord in prayer.
3. Are we weak and heavy laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Saviour, still our refuge;
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In his arms he’ll take and shield thee;
thou wilt find a solace there.
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~
1. God of mercy and compassion,
Look with pity upon me,
Father, let me call Thee Father,
’Tis Thy child returns to Thee.

Jesus, Lord, I ask for mercy;
Let me not implore in vain;
All my sins, I now detest them,
Never will I sin again.
2. See our Saviour, bleeding, dying,
On the cross of Calvary;
To that cross my sins have nail’d Him,
Yet He bleeds and dies for me.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
1. God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name.
I’ve been born again in Jesus’ name.
And in Jesus’ name I come to you
to share his love as he told me to.

He said: “Freely, freely you have received;
freely, freely give.
Go in my name, and because you believe,
others will know that I live.”
2. All pow’r is giv’n in Jesus’ name,
in earth and heav’n in Jesus’ name.
And in Jesus’ name I come to you
to share his pow’r as he told me to.

