SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
Cycle A
dates that the Father has decided by his own authority,

ENTRANCE HYMN

but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit

Ring out your joy give glory to God,
Lift up your hearts and sing.
Let all creation tell of his name.
Praise him for evermore.

comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses not
only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria,
and indeed to the ends of the earth.’
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on,
and a cloud took him from their sight. They were still
staring into the sky when suddenly two men in white
were standing near them and they said, ‘Why are you
men from Galilee standing here looking into the sky?
Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, this
same Jesus will come back in the same way as you have
seen him go there.’

1. Blessed are you, God of our Fathers
Glory and praise for evermore
Blessed your great and glorious holy name
Glory and praise for evermore.
2. Blest in the temple of your glory
Glory and praise for evermore
Blessed are you who gaze into the depths
Glory and praise for evermore.

The word of the Lord.

3. May saints and angels bless your holy name
Glory and praise for evermore
Blessings from sea and earth and heaven
Glory and praise for evermore.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 46:2-3. 6-9. R] v. 6
R. God goes up with shouts of joy;
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast..

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace
to people of good will.

1. All peoples, clap your hands,
cry to God with shouts of joy!
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,
great king over all the earth. (R)

We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

2. God goes up with shouts of joy;
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.
Sing praise for God, sing praise,
sing praise to our king, sing praise. (R)
3. God is king of all the earth.
Sing praise with all your skill.
God is king over the nations;
God reigns on his holy throne. (R)

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
have mercy on us.

SECOND READING

For you alone are the Holy One,
You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen

FIRST READING
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

He was lifted up while they looked on.

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians
1:17-23

He made him sit at his right hand in heaven.

1:1-11

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything
Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until the
day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had
chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to
heaven. He had shown himself alive to them after his
Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he had
continued to appear to them and tell them about the
kingdom of God. When he had been at table with them,
he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait
there for what the Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had said
‘what you have heard me speak about: John baptised
with water but you, not many days from now, will be
baptised with the Holy Spirit.’
Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has
the time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what
is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he
enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what
hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has
promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is
the power that he has exercised for us believers. This
you can tell from the strength of his power at work in
Christ, when he used it to raise him from the dead and to
make him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above
every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or
any other name that can be named, not only in this age,
but also in the age to come. He has put all things under
his feet, and made him as the ruler of everything, the
head of the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him
who fills the whole creation.

The word of the Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!

Mt 28:19.20

GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew
28:16-20

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me.
The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain
where Jesus had arranged to meet them. When they
saw him they fell down before him, though some
hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said,
‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations;
baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the
commands I gave you. And know that I am with you
always; yes, to the end of time.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
(All bow)
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead,
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERTORY HYMN
1. Take my hands and make them as your own,
And use them for your kingdom here on earth.
Consecrate them to your care
Anoint them for your service were
You may need your gospel to be sown.
2. Take my hands they speak now for my heart,
And by their actions they will show their love.
Guard them on their daily course.
Be their strength and guiding force.
To ever serve the Trinity above.
3. Take my hands I give them to you Lord,
Prepare them for the service of your name.
Open them to human need
And by their love they'll sow your seed
So all may know the love and hope you gave.

Take my hands, take my hands, O Lord.

COMMUNION HYMNS
1. Alleluia! sing to Jesus!
His the scepter, his the throne.
Alleluia! His the triumph,
his the victory alone.

Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion
thunder like a mighty flood.
Jesus out of every nation
hath redeemed us by his blood.
2. Alleluia! not as orphans
are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! He is near us,
faith believes, nor questions how;
Though the cloud from sight received him
when the forty days were o'er
shall our hearts forget his promise,
'I am with you evermore'?
3. Alleluia! bread of heaven,
here on earth our food and stay!
Alleluia! here the sinful
flee to thee from day to day.
Intercessor, friend of sinners,
earth's Redeemer, plead for me.
Where the songs of all the sinless
sweep across the crystal sea.
4. Alleluia! King eternal,
thee the Lord of lords we own;
Alleluia! born of Mary,
earth thy footstool,
heaven thy throne.
Thou within the veil hast entered,
robed in flesh, our great high priest.
Thou on earth both priest and victim
in the Eucharistic feast.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

1. I will give thanks to Thee
O Lord, among the people
I will sing praises to Thee
Among the nations
For Thy steadfast love is great
Is great to the heavens
And Thy faithfulness
Thy faithfulness to the clouds

Be exalted, O God
Above the heavens
Let Thy glory be over all the earth
Be exalted, O God
Above the heavens
Let Thy glory be over all the earth.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
1. Hail Redeemer, King divine!
Priest and Lamb, the throne is thine;
King, whose reign shall never cease,
Prince of everlasting peace.

Angels, saints and nations sing :
"Praise be Jesus Christ our King;
Lord of life, earth, sky and sea,
King of love on Calvary!"
2. King most holy, King of truth,
guard the lowly, guide the youth;
Christ the King of glory bright,
be to us eternal light.

