
SAINT JOSEPH 

HUSBAND OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN 

1. Joseph, be our guide and pattern, 
Faithful to your sacred trust, 
Strong protector of the Virgin 
And the infant, Jesus Christ, 
 

Joseph, firm and faithful, guide us, 
Joseph, walk the way with us. 
Joseph, holy patron, guide us, 
Joseph, walk the way with us.  

2. Faithful to the guiding vision, 
List’ning to the angel’s word; 
Shielding Mary from all slander, 
Guarding Christ, both Son and Lord, 
Joseph, true and trusting, guide us, Joseph, walk…  

3. Leading them through many dangers 
To the home in Nazareth, 
Humbly for their needs providing 
In your wise and steadfast faith, 
Joseph, brave, obedient, guide us, Joseph, walk…  

4. Workman skilled with saw and hammer, 
Strong to earn the daily bread, 
From the gifts of God creating 
Useful things to meet man’s need 
Joseph, strong and steadfast, guide us. Joseph, walk…  

5. Joseph, chosen as our patron 
Guard of our community 
Join with us and sing God’s praises 
Until we his glory see. 
Joseph, just and holy, guide us, Joseph, walk… 

                                        GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we 
glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord 
God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus 
Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy 
on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: have 
mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, You alone are 
the Lord, You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit,  in the glory of God the Father. Amen 

FIRST READING 

A reading from the second book of Samuel 7:4-5.12-14.16 
The Lord will give him the throne of his ancestor David. 

The word of the Lord came to Nathan: ‘Go and tell my 
servant David, “Thus the Lord speaks: When your days 
are ended and you are laid to rest with your ancestors, 
I will preserve the offspring of your body after you and 
make his sovereignty secure.  (It is he who shall build a 
house for my name, and I will make his royal throne 
secure for ever.)  I will be a father to him and he a son 
to me.  Your House and your sovereignty will always 
stand secure before me and your throne be established 
for ever.” ’ The word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Ps 88:2-5. 27. 29. R) v. 37 
 

R.   His dynasty shall last for ever. 
 

1. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; 
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth. 
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever, 
that your truth is firmly established as the heavens.  (R.) 

2. ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one 
I have sworn to David my servant: 
I will establish your dynasty for ever 
and set up your throne through all ages.’  (R.) 

3. He will say to me: ‘You are my father, 
my God, the rock who saves me.’ 
I will keep my love for him always; 
for him my covenant shall endure.  (R.)                                                                           

SECOND READING 

A reading from the letter of St. Paul  
to the Romans          4:13. 16-18. 22 
Though it seemed Abraham’s hope could not be fulfilled, he 
hoped and he believed. 

The promise of inheriting the world was not made to 
Abraham and his descendants on account of any law but 
on account of the righteousness which consists in faith.  
That is why what fulfils the promise depends on faith, so 
that it may be a free gift and be available to all of 
Abraham’s descendants, not only those who belong to 
the Law but also those who belong to the faith of 
Abraham who is the Father of all of us.  As scripture says: 
I have made you the ancestor of many nations – Abraham 
is our father in the eyes of God, in whom he put his faith, 
and who brings the dead to life and calls into being what 
does not exist.  Though it seemed Abraham’s hope could 
not be  fulfilled, he hoped and he believed, and through 
doing so he did become the father of many nations 
exactly as he had been promised:  Your descendants will 
be as many as the stars.  This is the faith that was 
‘considered as justifying him’.  The word of the Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                            Ps 83:5 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory! 
They are happy who dwell in your house, O Lord, 
for ever singing your praise. 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory! 
 

GOSPEL 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew   
 

Joseph did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do. 

Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary; of her 
was born Jesus who is called Christ. This is how Jesus Christ 
came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; 
but before they came to live together she was found to be with 
child through the Holy Spirit.  Her husband Joseph, being a 
man of honour and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to 
divorce her informally.  He had made up his mind to do this 
when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home 
as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the 
Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son and you must name him 
Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people from 
their sins.’  When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the 

Lord had told him to do.  The Gospel of the Lord. 

Or:  A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke   

Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem for the 
feast of the Passover.  When he was twelve years old, they went 
up for the feast as usual.  When they were on their way home 
after the feast, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem 
without his parents knowing it.  They assumed he was with the 
caravan, and it was only after a day’s journey that they went to 
look for him among their relations and acquaintances.  When 
they failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem looking for 



him everywhere. Three days later, they found him in the Temple, 
sitting among the doctors, listening to them, and asking them 
questions; and all those who heard him were astounded at his 
intelligence and his replies.  They were overcome when they 
saw him and his mother said to him, ‘My child, why have you 
done this to us?  See how worried your father and I have been, 
looking for you.’  ‘Why were you looking for me?’ he replied, ‘Did 
you not know that I must be busy with my Father’s affairs?’  But 
they did not understand what he meant. He then went down with 
them and came to Nazareth and lived under their authority. The 
Gospel of the Lord. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator  of heaven 
and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,                              
(All bow) who was conceived by  the Holy Spirit born of the 
Virgin Mary,  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died  and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third 
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come  to judge the living and the dead, I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the  holy catholic  Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  Amen. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

1. By all your saints still striving, for all your saints at rest, 
your holy Name, O Jesus, for evermore be blessed. 
You rose, our King victorious, that they might wear the 
crown 
and ever shine in splendour reflected from your throne. 
 

2. All praise, O God, for Joseph, the guardian of Your Son.  
Who saved him from King Herod when safety there was none.  
He taught the trade of builder, when they to Nazareth came,  
And Joseph’s love made “Father” to be, for Christ, God’s 
Name. 
 

3. Praise for this great protector of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
This humble man of justice, We bless with one accord, 
Extolling him with praises for virtue strong and bold, 
For faith which still amazes Each time the story’s told. 
 

4. All praise for Joseph’s labour in simple, honest care, 
His love for God and neighbour so great beyond compare! 
This holy Spouse of Mary, the Guardian of our Lord, 
Helps us our cross to carry, and share his great reward! 
 

5. Then let us praise the Father and worship God the Son 
and sing to God the Spirit, eternal Three in One, 
and with the saints in glory who stand before the throne 
ascribe all power and glory and praise to God alone. 

COMMUNION HYMN (tune: Shepherd of souls) 

1. We praise you, Father, for that man, 
The one who was believed 
To be the father of the son 
Whom Mary had conceived.  

2. A second Joseph called in faith 
To hear your word in dreams, 
To walk in darkness and through trust 
To foil all evil’s schemes.  

3. He welcomed Mary to his home, 
And helped her raise your Child. 
He fled with her from Bethlehem 
Escaping Herod’s guile.  

4. He cared for Jesus as he grew, 
led him in the law’s ways 

And, as a craftsman, taught this son 
To work with wood and blade.  

5. You called him to that narrow road 
That leads all through the night 
With trust, compassion, gentleness 
and patience to the light.  

6. O Father, hear the patient prayers 
of Joseph, through your Son, 
That in your Spirit we may work 
to see your will be done.   

COMMUNION HYMN (tune: O Father, take in) 

1. Let us all praise the humble saint 
of David's house and line, 
the carpenter whose life fulfilled 
our gracious God's design. 

2. The Architect's high miracles 
he saw, and what was done, 
the virgin's spouse, the guardian of 
great David's greater Son. 

3. To him the angel told in dreams 
his God's most loving deed; 
he lived in full obedience, 
the part of him - to heed. 

4. With him the holy virgin lived, 
a maid blest from above; 
he knew in perfect charity 
 the share from him - to love. 

5.  By him the Son was meekly raised 
to be on earth a friend; 
he taught his pure humility, 
the task for him - to tend. 

6. For him there was no glory here, 
no crown or martyr's fame, 
for him there was the patient life 
of faith and humble name. 

7. But now within the Father's grace 
where saints and angels throng 
beside his spouse, before the Son, 
he sings the glorious song. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 

1. Hail, holy Joseph, hail! 
Chaste spouse of Mary, hail! 
Pure as the lily flower 
In Eden's peaceful vale. 
Hail, holy Joseph, hail! 
Prince of the house of God! 
May His best graces be 
By your blessed hands bestow'd. 
 

2. Hail, holy Joseph, hail! 
Belov'd of angels, hail! 
Cheer now the hearts that faint, 
And guide the steps that fail. 
Hail, holy Joseph, hail! 
God's choice were you alone; 
To you the Word made flesh 
Was subject as a son. 
  

3. Hail! Holy Joseph, hail! 
Teach us our flesh to tame; 
And, Mary, keep the hearts, 
That love thy husband’s name 
O Christ's dear Mother, bless; 
And bless, ye Saints on high, 
All meek and simple souls 
That to Saint Joseph cry. 


