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FIRST READING       28:1-17 
 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah  
 

Hannaniah, the Lord has not sent you,  

and thanks to you this people are now relying on what is false 
 

At the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah in the fifth month of 

the fourth year, the prophet Hananiah son of Azzur, a Gibeonite, spoke as 

follows to Jeremiah in the Temple of the Lord in the presence of the priests 

and of all the people. ‘The Lord, the God of Israel, says this, “I have broken 

the yoke of the king of Babylon. In two years’ time I will bring back all the 

vessels of the Temple of the Lord which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 

carried off from this place and took to Babylon. And I will also bring back 

Jeconiah son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and all the exiles of Judah who 

have gone to Babylon – it is the Lord who speaks. Yes, I am going to break 

the yoke of the king of Babylon.”’ 

 

The prophet Jeremiah then replied to the prophet Hananiah in front of the 

priests and all the people there in the Temple of the Lord. ‘I hope so’ the 

prophet Jeremiah said. ‘May the Lord do so. May he fulfil the words that you 

have prophesied and bring the vessels of the Temple of the Lord and all the 

exiles back to this place from Babylon. Listen carefully, however, to this word 

that I am now going to say for you and all the people to hear: From remote 

times, the prophets who preceded you and me prophesied war, famine and 

plague for many countries and for great kingdoms; but the prophet who 

prophesies peace can only be recognised as one truly sent by the Lord when 

his word comes true.’ 

 

The prophet Hananiah then took the yoke off the neck of the prophet 

Jeremiah and broke it. In front of all the people Hananiah then said, ‘The 

Lord says this, “This is how, two years hence, I will break the yoke of 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and take it off the necks of all the nations.”’ 

At this, the prophet Jeremiah went away. 

 

After the prophet Hananiah had broken the yoke which he had taken off the 

neck of the prophet Jeremiah the word of the Lord was addressed to 

Jeremiah, ‘Go to Hananiah and tell him this, “The Lord says this: You can 

break wooden yokes? Right, I will make them iron yokes instead! For the 

Lord Sabaoth, the God of Israel, says this: An iron yoke is what I now lay on 

the necks of all these nations to subject them to Nebuchadnezzar king of 
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Babylon. They will be subject to him; I have even given him the wild 

animals.”’ 

 

The prophet Jeremiah said to the prophet Hananiah, ‘Listen carefully, 

Hananiah: the Lord has not sent you; and thanks to you this people are now 

relying on what is false. Hence – the Lord says this, “I am going to throw you 

off the face of the earth: you are going to die this year since you have 

preached apostasy from the Lord.”’ 

 

The prophet Hananiah died the same year, in the seventh month. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 118(119):29,43,79-80,95,102 

 

R. Lord, teach me your statutes. 
 

Keep me from the way of error 

and teach me your law. 

Do not take the word of truth from my mouth 

for I trust in your decrees.    R. 

 

Let your faithful turn to me, 

those who know your will. 

Let my heart be blameless in your statutes 

lest I be ashamed.      R. 

 

Though the wicked lie in wait to destroy me 

yet I ponder your will. 

I have not turned from your decrees; 

you yourself have taught me.    R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Matthew 4:4 
       

Man does not live on bread alone, 

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       30:1-2,12-15,18-22 
 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah  
 

So many are your sins, that I have done this to you. I will restore the tents of Judah.  
 

The word addressed to Jeremiah by the Lord: the Lord, the God of Israel 

says this: Write all the words I have spoken to you in a book. 

Yes, the Lord says this: 

Your wound is incurable, your injury past healing. 

There is no one to care for your sore, 

no medicine to make you well again. 

All your lovers have forgotten you, 

they look for you no more. 

Yes, I have struck you as an enemy strikes, with harsh punishment 

so great is your guilt, so many your sins. 

Why bother to complain about your wound? 

Your pain is incurable. 

So great is your guilt, so many your sins, 

that I have done all this to you. 

The Lord says this: 

Now I will restore the tents of Jacob, 

and take pity on his dwellings: 

the city shall be rebuilt on its ruins, 

the citadel restored on its site. 

From them will come thanksgiving and shouts of joy. 

I will make them increase, and not diminish them, 

make them honoured, and not disdained. 

Their sons shall be as once they were, 

their community fixed firm in my presence, 

and I will punish all their oppressors. 

Their prince will be one of their own, 

their ruler come from their own people. 

I will let him come freely into my presence 

and he can come close to me; 

who else, indeed, would risk his life 

by coming close to me? – it is the Lord who speaks. 

And you shall be my people and I will be your God. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

  

August 2: Tuesday 18 or St. Eusebius or St. Peter Julian 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 101(102):16-21,29,22-23 

 

R. The Lord shall build up Zion again and appear in all his glory. 
 

The nations shall fear the name of the Lord 

and all the earth’s kings your glory, 

when the Lord shall build up Zion again 

and appear in all his glory. 

Then he will turn to the prayers of the helpless; 

he will not despise their prayers.   R. 

 

Let this be written for ages to come 

that a people yet unborn may praise the Lord; 

for the Lord leaned down from his sanctuary on high. 

He looked down from heaven to the earth 

that he might hear the groans of the prisoners 

and free those condemned to die.   R. 

 

The sons of your servants shall dwell untroubled 

and their race shall endure before you 

that the name of the Lord may be proclaimed in Zion 

and his praise in the heart of Jerusalem, 

when peoples and kingdoms are gathered together 

to pay their homage to the Lord.   R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      John 8:12  
       

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 

anyone who follows me will have the light of life. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      John 1:49  
       

Rabbi, you are the Son of God, 

you are the King of Israel. 

 

Alleluia!  
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FIRST READING        31:1-7 
 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah  
 

I have loved you with an everlasting love. 

 

I will be the God of all the clans of Israel – it is the Lord who speaks – they 

shall be my people. 

 

The Lord says this: 

They have found pardon in the wilderness, 

those who have survived the sword. 

Israel is marching to his rest. 

The Lord has appeared to him from afar: 

I have loved you with an everlasting love, 

so I am constant in my affection for you. 

I build you once more; you shall be rebuilt, 

virgin of Israel. 

Adorned once more, and with your tambourines, 

you will go out dancing gaily. 

You will plant vineyards once more 

on the mountains of Samaria 

the planters have done their planting: 

they will gather the fruit. 

Yes, a day will come when the watchmen shout 

on the mountains of Ephraim, 

‘Up! Let us go up to Zion, 

to the Lord our God!’ 

 

For the Lord says this: 

Shout with joy for Jacob! 

Hail the chief of nations! 

Proclaim! Praise! Shout: 

‘The Lord has saved his people, 

the remnant of Israel!’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 3: Wednesday 18 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Jeremiah 31:10-12,13 

 

R. The Lord will guard us, as a shepherd guards his flock. 

 

O nations, hear the word of the Lord, 

proclaim it to the far-off coasts. 

Say: ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

and guard him as a shepherd guards his flock.’  R. 

 

For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 

has saved him from an overpowering hand. 

They will come and shout for joy on Mount Zion, 

they will stream to the blessings of the Lord.  R. 

 

Then the young girls will rejoice and will dance, 

the men, young and old, will be glad. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 

I will console them, give them gladness for grief.  R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      James 1:18  
       

By his own choice the Father made us his children 

by the message of the truth, 

so that we should be a sort of first-fruits 

of all that he created. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Luke 7:16  
       

A great prophet has appeared among us; 

God has visited his people. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING        31:31-34 
 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah  
 

I will make a new covenant and never call their sin to mind 

 

See, the days are coming –  

it is the Lord who speaks –  

when I will make a new covenant  

with the House of Israel and the House of Judah,  

but not a covenant  

like the one I made with their ancestors  

on the day I took them by the hand  

to bring them out of the land of Egypt. 

They broke that covenant of mine,  

so I had to show them who was master.  

It is the Lord who speaks.  

No, this is the covenant  

I will make with the House of Israel  

when those days arrive – it is the Lord who speaks. 

Deep within them I will plant my Law,  

writing it on their hearts.  

Then I will be their God and they shall be my people.  

There will be no further need  

for neighbour to try to teach neighbour,  

or brother to say to brother,  

‘Learn to know the Lord!’ 

 No, they will all know me,  

the least no less than the greatest –  

it is the Lord who speaks –  

since I will forgive their iniquity  

and never call their sin to mind. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

  

August 04: St. John Vianney 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 50(51):12-15,18-19 

 

R. A pure heart create for me, O God. 

 

A pure heart create for me, O God, 

put a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence, 

nor deprive me of your holy spirit.   R. 

 

Give me again the joy of your help; 

with a spirit of fervour sustain me, 

that I may teach transgressors your ways 

and sinners may return to you.   R. 

 

For in sacrifice you take no delight, 

burnt offering from me you would refuse, 

my sacrifice, a contrite spirit. 

A humbled, contrite heart you will not spurn. R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Matthew 16:18  
       

You are Peter, 

and on this rock I will build my Church. 

And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Psalm 144:13   
       

The Lord is faithful in all his words 

and loving in all his deeds. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING        2:1,3,3:1-3,6-7 
 

A reading from the prophet Nahum  
 

Woe to the city soaked in blood 
 

See, over the mountains the messenger hurries! 

‘Peace!’ he proclaims. 

Judah, celebrate your feasts, 

carry out your vows, 

for Belial will never pass through you again; 

he is utterly annihilated. 

Yes, the Lord is restoring the vineyard of Jacob 

and the vineyard of Israel. 

For the plunderers had plundered them, 

they had broken off their branches. 

Woe to the city soaked in blood, 

full of lies, 

stuffed with booty, 

whose plunderings know no end! 

The crack of the whip! 

The rumble of wheels! 

Galloping horse, 

jolting chariot, 

charging cavalry, 

flash of swords, 

gleam of spears… 

a mass of wounded, 

hosts of dead, 

countless corpses; 

they stumble over the dead. 

I am going to pelt you with filth, 

shame you, make you a public show. 

And all who look on you will turn their backs on you and say, 

‘Nineveh is a ruin.’ 

Could anyone pity her? 

Where can I find anyone to comfort her?. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

August 5: Friday 18 or Dedication of Basilica of St. Mary Major 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Deuteronomy 32:35-36,39,41 

 

R. It is the Lord who deals death and life.. 

 

It is close, the day of their ruin; 

their doom comes at speed. 

For the Lord will see his people righted, 

he will take pity on his servants.  R. 

 

See now that I, I am He, 

and beside me there is no other god. 

It is I who deal death and life; 

when I have struck it is I who heal.  R. 

 

When I have whetted my flashing sword 

I will take up the cause of Right, 

I will give my foes as good again, 

I will repay those who hate me.  R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Isaiah 3:9,John 6:68 
        

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 

you have the message of eternal life. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Matthew 5:10  
       

Happy those who are persecuted 

in the cause of right, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING        1:2-5,24-28 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel  
 

Ezekiel’s vision of the glory of the Lord 

 

On the fifth of the month –  

it was the fifth year of exile for King Jehoiachin –  

the word of the Lord was addressed to the priest  

Ezekiel son of Buzi,  

in the land of the Chaldaeans, on the bank of the river Chebar. 

There the hand of the Lord came on me.  

I looked; a stormy wind blew from the north,  

a great cloud with light around it,  

a fire from which flashes of lightning darted,  

and in the centre  

a sheen like bronze at the heart of the fire.  

In the centre  

I saw what seemed four animals.  

They looked like this. They were of human form.  

I heard the noise of their wings as they moved;  

it sounded like rushing water, like the voice of Shaddai,  

a noise like a storm, like the noise of a camp;  

when they halted, they folded their wings,  

and there was a noise. 

Above the vault over their heads  

was something that looked like a sapphire;  

it was shaped like a throne  

and high up on this throne  

was a being that looked like a man.  

I saw him shine like bronze,  

and close to and all around him  

from what seemed his loins upwards  

was what looked like fire;  

and from what seemed his loins downwards  

I saw what looked like fire,  

and a light all round like a bow in the clouds on rainy days; 

that is how the surrounding light appeared.  

It was something that looked like the glory of the Lord. 

I looked, and prostrated myself.   The Word of the Lord.  

August 8: St. Dominic 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 148:1-2,11-14 

 

R. Your glory fills all heaven and earth. 

 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, 

praise him, in the heights. 

Praise him, all his angels, 

praise him, all his host.    R. 

 

All earth’s kings and peoples, praise him, 

earth’s princes and rulers, 

young men and maidens, 

old men together with children.  R. 

 

Let them praise the name of the Lord 

for he alone is exalted. 

The splendour of his name 

reaches beyond heaven and earth.  R. 

 

He exalts the strength of his people. 

He is the praise of all his saints, 

of the sons of Israel, 

of the people to whom he comes close. R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Psalm 147:12,15 
       

O praise the Lord, Jerusalem! 

He sends out his word to the earth. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:14 
       

Through the Good News God called us 

to share the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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FIRST READING        2:16,17,21-22 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel  
 

He gave me the scroll to eat, and it tasted as sweet as honey 

 

I, Ezekiel, heard a voice speaking.   

It said, ‘You, son of man, listen to the words I say;  

do not be a rebel like that rebellious set.   

Open your mouth  

and eat what I am about to give you.’   

I looked.  A hand was there,  

stretching out to me and holding a scroll.   

He unrolled it in front of me;  

it was written on back and front;  

on it was written ‘lamentations, wailings, moanings’.   

He said, ‘Son of man, eat what is given to you;  

eat this scroll,  

then go and speak to the House of Israel.’   

I opened my mouth;  

he gave me the scroll to eat and said,  

‘Son of man, feed and be satisfied  

by the scroll I am giving you.’   

I ate it, and it tasted sweet as honey. 

Then he said, ‘Son of man,  

go to the House of Israel  

and tell them what I have said.’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 9 : Tuesday 19 or St. Edith Stein 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Psalm 118:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131. R. v. 103 

 

R. Your promise is sweet to my taste, O Lord.  

 

I rejoice to do your will 

as though all riches were mine. 

Your will is my delight; 

your statutes are my counsellors.    R. 

 

The law from your mouth means more to me 

than silver and gold. 

Your promise is sweeter to my taste 

than honey in the mouth. R. 

 

Your will is my heritage for ever, 

the joy of my heart. 

I open my mouth and I sigh 

as I yearn for your commands.  R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      cf. Matthew 11:25 
       

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,  

for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom to mere children. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING         9:6-10 
 

A reading from the second letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians  
 

God loves a cheerful giver 

 

Do not forget: thin sowing means thin reaping;  

the more you sow, the more you reap.  

Each one should give  

what he has decided in his own mind,  

not grudgingly or because he is made to,  

for God loves a cheerful giver.  

And there is no limit  

to the blessings which God can send you –  

he will make sure that you will always have  

all you need for yourselves  

in every possible circumstance,  

and still have something to spare  

for all sorts of good works.  

As scripture says:  

He was free in almsgiving, and gave to the poor  

his good deeds will never be forgotten. 

The one who provides seed for the sower  

and bread for food  

will provide you with all the seed you want  

and make the harvest of your good deeds  

a larger one. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 10: St. Lawrence 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 111(112):1-2,5-9 

 

R. Happy the man who takes pity and lends.. 

 

Happy the man who fears the Lord, 

who takes delight in all his commands. 

His sons will be powerful on earth; 

the children of the upright are blessed.  R. 

 

The good man takes pity and lends, 

he conducts his affairs with honour. 

The just man will never waver: 

he will be remembered for ever.   R. 

 

He has no fear of evil news; 

with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord. 

With a steadfast heart he will not fear; 

he will see the downfall of his foes.   R. 

 

Open-handed, he gives to the poor; 

his justice stands firm for ever. 

His head will be raised in glory.   R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     John 8:12 
       

Anyone who follows me  

will not be walking in the dark, says the Lord,  

he will have the light of life. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       12:1-12 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel  
 

Emigrate by daylight when they can see you. 

 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows,  

‘Son of man, you are living with that set of rebels  

who have eyes and never see, ears and never hear,  

for they are a set of rebels.  

You, son of man, pack an exile’s bundle  

and emigrate by daylight when they can see you,  

emigrate from where you are  

to somewhere else while they watch.  

Perhaps they will admit then  

that they are a set of rebels.  

You will pack your baggage like an exile’s bundle,  

by daylight, for them to see,  

and leave like an exile in the evening,  

making sure that they are looking.  

As they watch, make a hole in the wall,  

and go out through it.  

As they watch, you will shoulder your pack and go out into the dark;  

you will cover your face  

so that you cannot see the country,  

since I have made you a symbol for the House of Israel.’ 

I did as I had been told.  

I packed my baggage like an exile’s bundle, by daylight;  

and in the evening I made a hole through the wall with my hand.  

I went out into the dark  

and shouldered my pack as they watched. 

The next morning  

the word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows,  

‘Son of man, did not the House of Israel,  

did not that set of rebels,  

ask you what you were doing?  

Say, “The Lord says this:  

This oracle is directed against Jerusalem  

and the whole House of Israel wherever they are living.”  

Say, “I am a symbol for you;  

August 11 : St. Clare of Assisi 
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the thing I have done will be done to them;  

they will go into exile, into banishment.”  

Their ruler will shoulder his pack in the dark  

and go out through the wall;  

a hole will be made to let him out;  

he will cover his face rather than see the country.’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 77(78):56-59,61-62 

 

R. Never forget the deeds of the Lord. 

 

They put God to the proof and defied him; 

they refused to obey the Most High. 

They strayed, as faithless as their fathers, 

like a bow on which the archer cannot count.  R. 

 

With their mountain shrines they angered him; 

made him jealous with the idols they served. 

God saw this and was filled with fury: 

he utterly rejected Israel..     R. 

 

He gave his ark into captivity, 

his glorious ark into the hands of the foe. 

He gave up his people to the sword, 

in his anger against his chosen ones.    R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Psalm 118:88 
       

Because of your love give me life, 

and I will do your will. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Psalm 118:135 
       

Let your face shine on your servant, 

and teach me your decrees. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING         3:8-14 
 

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Philippians 

  

I am racing for the finish, for the prize to which God calls us upwards to receive in Christ 

 

I believe nothing can happen  

that will outweigh the supreme advantage of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  

For him I have accepted the loss of everything,  

and I look on everything as so much rubbish  

if only I can have Christ  

and be given a place in him.  

I am no longer trying for perfection by my own efforts,  

the perfection that comes from the Law,  

but I want only the perfection  

that comes through faith in Christ,  

and is from God and based on faith.  

All I want is to know Christ and the power of his resurrection  

and to share his sufferings  

by reproducing the pattern of his death.  

That is the way I can hope to take my place 

in the resurrection of the dead.  

Not that I have become perfect yet: 

 I have not yet won, but I am still running,  

trying to capture the prize  

for which Christ Jesus captured me.  

I can assure you my brothers,  

I am far from thinking that I have already won.  

All I can say is that I forget the past  

and I strain ahead for what is still to come;  

I am racing for the finish,  

for the prize to which God calls us upwards  

to receive in Christ Jesus.      

 

The Word of the Lord. 

  

August 11: St. Clare (special readings) 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 15 (16):1-2, 5, 7-8, 11 

 

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord. 

         

Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. 

  I say to the Lord: ‘You are my God.’ 

O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; 

  it is you yourself who are my prize.    R. 

 

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, 

  who even at night directs my heart. 

I keep the Lord ever in my sight: 

  since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm.   R. 

 

You will show me the path of life, 

  the fullness of joy in your presence, 

  at your right hand happiness for ever.    R. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Alleluia, alleluia!       Matthew 5:3  
         

How happy are the poor in spirit: 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING        16:1-15,60,63 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel  
 

You were perfect in beauty because I had clothed you with my own splendor;  

and you have made yourself a prostitute. 

 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows, ‘Son of man, confront 

Jerusalem with her filthy crimes. Say, “The Lord says this: By origin and 

birth you belong to the land of Canaan. Your father was an Amorite and your 

mother a Hittite. At birth, the very day you were born, there was no one to 

cut your navel-string, or wash you in cleansing water, or rub you with salt, or 

wrap you in napkins. No one leaned kindly over you to do anything like that 

for you. You were exposed in the open fields; you were as unloved as that on 

the day you were born. 

 

‘“I saw you struggling in your blood as I was passing, and I said to you as you 

lay in your blood: Live, and grow like the grass of the fields. You developed, 

you grew, you reached marriageable age. Your breasts and your hair both 

grew, but you were quite naked. Then I saw you as I was passing. Your time 

had come, the time for love. I spread part of my cloak over you and covered 

your nakedness; I bound myself by oath, I made a covenant with you – it is 

the Lord who speaks – and you became mine. I bathed you in water, I washed 

the blood off you, I anointed you with oil. I gave you embroidered dresses, 

fine leather shoes, a linen headband and a cloak of silk. I loaded you with 

jewels, gave you bracelets for your wrists and a necklace for your throat. I 

gave you nose-ring and earrings; I put a beautiful diadem on your head. You 

were loaded with gold and silver, and dressed in fine linen and embroidered 

silks. Your food was the finest flour, honey and oil. You grew more and more 

beautiful; and you rose to be queen. The fame of your beauty spread through 

the nations, since it was perfect, because I had clothed you with my own 

splendour – it is the Lord who speaks. 

 

‘“You have become infatuated with your own beauty; you have used your 

fame to make yourself a prostitute; you have offered your services to all 

comers. But I will remember the covenant that I made with you when you 

were a girl, and I will conclude a covenant with you that shall last for ever. 

And so remember and be covered with shame, and in your confusion be 

reduced to silence, when I have pardoned you for all that you have done – it is 

the Lord who speaks.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

August 12: Friday 19 or St. Jane Frances 
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ALTERNATIVE FIRST READING       16:59-63 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel  
 

I will remember the convenant that I made with you, and you will be covered with shame. 

 

‘The Lord says this: “Jerusalem, I will treat you as you deserve, you who 

have despised your oath even to the extent of breaking a covenant, but I will 

remember the covenant that I made with you when you were a girl, and I will 

conclude a covenant with you that shall last for ever. And you for your part 

will remember your past behaviour and be covered with shame when I take 

your elder and younger sisters and make them your daughters, although this 

was not included in this covenant. I am going to renew my covenant with you; 

and you will learn that I am the Lord, and so remember and be covered with 

shame, and in your confusion be reduced to silence, when I have pardoned 

you for all that you have done — it is the Lord who speaks.”’   

 

The Word of the Lord.  

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM      Isaiah 12:2-6 
 

R. Your anger has passed, O Lord, and you give me comfort. 

Truly, God is my salvation, 

I trust, I shall not fear. 

For the Lord is my strength, my song, 

he became my saviour.     R. 
 

With joy you will draw water 

from the wells of salvation. 

Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name! 

Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples!    R. 
 

Declare the greatness of his name.,  

sing a psalm to the Lord! 

For he has done glorious deeds, 

make them known to all the earth! 

People of Zion, sing and shout for joy, 

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     cf. 1 Thessalonians 2:13 

 Accept God’s message for what it really is: 

God’s message, and not some human thinking.  Alleluia!  
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FIRST READING       18:1-10,13,30-32 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel  
 

I mean to judge each of you by what he does. 

 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: 

 

‘Why do you keep repeating this proverb in the land of Israel: “The fathers 

have eaten unripe grapes; and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 

 

‘As I live – it is the Lord who speaks – there will no longer be any reason to 

repeat this proverb in Israel. See now: all life belongs to me; the father’s life 

and the son’s life, both alike belong to me. The man who has sinned, he is the 

one who shall die. 

 

‘The upright man is law-abiding and honest; he does not eat on the mountains 

or raise his eyes to the idols of the House of Israel, does not seduce his 

neighbour’s wife or sleep with a woman during her periods. He oppresses no 

one, returns pledges, never steals, gives his own bread to the hungry, his 

clothes to the naked. He never charges usury on loans, takes no interest, 

abstains from evil, gives honest judgement between man and man, keeps my 

laws and sincerely respects my observances – such a man is truly upright. It is 

the Lord who speaks. 

 

‘But if anyone has a son prone to violence and bloodshed, who commits one of 

these misdeeds, then this son shall certainly not live; having committed all 

these appalling crimes he will have to die, and his blood be on his own head. 

 

House of Israel, in future I mean to judge each of you by what he does – it is 

the Lord who speaks. Repent, renounce all your sins, avoid all occasions of 

sin! Shake off all the sins you have committed against me, and make 

yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why are you so anxious to die, 

House of Israel? I take no pleasure in the death of anyone – it is the Lord who 

speaks. Repent and live!’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 13: B.V. Mary on Saturday or Ss. Pontian and Hippolytus 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 50(51):12-15,18-19 

 

R. A pure heart create for me, O God. 

 

A pure heart create for me, O God, 

put a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence, 

nor deprive me of your holy spirit.   R. 

 

Give me again the joy of your help; 

with a spirit of fervour sustain me, 

that I may teach transgressors your ways 

and sinners may return to you.   R. 

 

For in sacrifice you take no delight, 

burnt offering from me you would refuse, 

my sacrifice, a contrite spirit. 

A humbled, contrite heart you will not spurn. R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     cf. Colossians 3:16a,17 
       

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, 

find a home with you; 

through him give thanks to God the Father. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Matthew 11:25 
       

Blessed are you, Father, 

Lord of heaven and earth, 

for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom 

to mere children. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING        28:1-10 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 
 

Against the arrogance of the king of Tyre 

 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows,  

‘Son of man, tell the ruler of Tyre, “The Lord says this: 

Being swollen with pride, you have said:  

I am a god;  

I am sitting on the throne of God, surrounded by the seas. 

Though you are a man and not a god,  

you consider yourself the equal of God.  

You are wiser now than Daniel;  

there is no sage as wise as you.  

By your wisdom and your intelligence  

you have amassed great wealth;  

you have piles of gold and silver inside your treasure-houses.  

Such is your skill in trading,  

your wealth has continued to increase,  

and with this your heart has grown more arrogant. 

And so, the Lord says this:  

Since you consider yourself the equal of God,  

very well, I am going to bring foreigners against you,  

the most barbarous of the nations.  

They will draw sword against your fine wisdom,  

they will defile your glory;  

they will throw you down into the pit  

and you will die a violent death surrounded by the seas.  

Are you still going to say: I am a god,  

when your murderers confront you?  

No, you are a man and not a god  

in the clutches of your murderers!  

You will die like the uncircumcised at the hand of foreigners.  

For I have spoken – it is the Lord who speaks.”’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 16: Tuesday 20 or St. Stephen of Hungary 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Deuteronomy 32:26-28,30,35-36 

 

R. It is the Lord who deals death and life. 

 

I should crush them to dust, said the Lord. 

I should wipe out their memory among men, 

did I not fear the boasting of the enemy. 

But let not their foes be mistaken!   R. 

 

Let them not say: Our own power wins the victory, 

the Lord plays no part in this. 

What a nation of short sight it is; 

in them there is no understanding.   R. 

 

How else could one man rout a thousand, 

how could two put ten thousand to flight, 

were it not that their Rock has sold them, 

that the Lord has delivered them up?  R. 

 

For it is close, the day of their ruin; 

their doom comes at speed. 

For the Lord will see his people righted, 

he will take pity on his servants.   R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Psalm 24:4,5 
       

Teach me your paths, my God, 

make me walk in your truth. 

 

Alleluia! 
 

Or: 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      2 Corinthians 8:9 
       

Jesus Christ was rich, 

but he became poor for your sake, 

to make you rich out of his poverty. 

 

Alleluia!      
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FIRST READING        34:1-11 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 
 

I am going to take my flock back from them and I shall not allow them to feed it 

 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘Son of man, prophesy 

against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy and say to them: 

 

‘“Shepherds, the Lord says this: Trouble for the shepherds of Israel who feed 

themselves! Shepherds ought to feed their flock, yet you have fed on milk, you 

have dressed yourselves in wool, you have sacrificed the fattest sheep, but 

failed to feed the flock. You have failed to make weak sheep strong, or to care 

for the sick ones, or bandage the wounded ones. You have failed to bring back 

strays or look for the lost. On the contrary, you have ruled them cruelly and 

violently. For lack of a shepherd they have scattered, to become the prey of 

any wild animal; they have scattered far. My flock is straying this way and 

that, on mountains and on high hills; my flock has been scattered all over the 

country; no one bothers about them and no one looks for them. 

 

‘“Well then, shepherds, hear the word of the Lord. As I live, I swear it – it is 

the Lord who speaks – since my flock has been looted and for lack of a 

shepherd is now the prey of any wild animal, since my shepherds have 

stopped bothering about my flock, since my shepherds feed themselves rather 

than my flock, in view of all this, shepherds, hear the word of the Lord. The 

Lord says this: I am going to call the shepherds to account. I am going to take 

my flock back from them and I shall not allow them to feed my flock. In this 

way the shepherds will stop feeding themselves. I shall rescue my sheep from 

their mouths; they will not prey on them any more.” 

 

‘For the Lord says this: “I am going to look after my flock myself and keep all 

of it in view.”’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 17: Wednesday 20 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 22(23) 

 

R. The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

Fresh and green are the pastures 

where he gives me repose. 

Near restful waters he leads me, 

to revive my drooping spirit.    R. 
 

He guides me along the right path; 

he is true to his name. 

If I should walk in the valley of darkness 

no evil would I fear. 

You are there with your crook and your staff; 

with these you give me comfort.   R. 
 

You have prepared a banquet for me 

in the sight of my foes. 

My head you have anointed with oil; 

my cup is overflowing.     R. 
 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 

all the days of my life. 

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 

for ever and ever.      R. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Psalm 118:135  

 

 Let your face shine on your servant, 

and teach me your decrees. 

 

Alleluia! 
 

Or: 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Hebrews 4:12  

 

 The word of God is something alive and active: 

it can judge secret emotions and thoughts. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       36:23-28 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel  
 

I shall give you a new heart, and put a new spirit in you.  

 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows:  

‘I mean to display the holiness of my great name,  

which has been profaned among the nations,  

which you have profaned among them.  

And the nations will learn that I am the Lord –  

it is the Lord who speaks –  

when I display my holiness for your sake  

before their eyes.  

Then I am going to take you from among the nations  

and gather you together from all the foreign countries,  

and bring you home to your own land. 

I shall pour clean water over you  

and you will be cleansed;  

I shall cleanse you of all your defilement  

and all your idols.  

I shall give you a new heart, and put a new spirit in you;  

I shall remove the heart of stone from your bodies  

and give you a heart of flesh instead.  

I shall put my spirit in you,  

and make you keep my laws  

and sincerely respect my observances.  

You will live in the land which I gave your ancestors.  

You shall be my people and I will be your God.’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 18: Thursday 20 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 50(51):12-15,18-19 

 

R. I shall pour clean water over you and all your sins will be washed away. 

 

A pure heart create for me, O God, 

put a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence, 

nor deprive me of your holy spirit.   R. 

 

Give me again the joy of your help; 

with a spirit of fervour sustain me, 

that I may teach transgressors your ways 

and sinners may return to you.   R. 

 

For in sacrifice you take no delight, 

burnt offering from me you would refuse, 

my sacrifice, a contrite spirit. 

A humbled, contrite heart you will not spurn. R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Psalm 118:27   
       

Make me grasp the way of your precepts, 

and I will muse on your wonders. 
 

Alleluia! 
 

Or: 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Psalm 94:8  
       

Harden not your hearts today, 

but listen to the voice of the Lord. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       37:1-14 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel  
 

Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. I mean to raise you from your graves, House of Israel.  

 

The hand of the Lord was laid on me, and he carried me away by the spirit of 

the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley, a valley full of bones. He 

made me walk up and down among them. There were vast quantities of these 

bones on the ground the whole length of the valley; and they were quite dried 

up. He said to me, ‘Son of man, can these bones live?’ I said, ‘You know, 

Lord.’ He said, ‘Prophesy over these bones. Say, “Dry bones, hear the word 

of the Lord. The Lord says this to these bones: I am now going to make the 

breath enter you, and you will live. I shall put sinews on you, I shall make 

flesh grow on you, I shall cover you with skin and give you breath, and you 

will live; and you will learn that I am the Lord.”’ 

 

I prophesied as I had been ordered. While I was prophesying, there was a 

noise, a sound of clattering; and the bones joined together. I looked, and saw 

that they were covered with sinews; flesh was growing on them and skin was 

covering them, but there was no breath in them. He said to me, ‘Prophesy to 

the breath; prophesy, son of man. Say to the breath, “The Lord says this: 

Come from the four winds, breath; breathe on these dead; let them live!”’ I 

prophesied as he had ordered me, and the breath entered them; they came to 

life again and stood up on their feet, a great, an immense army. 

 

Then he said, ‘Son of man, these bones are the whole House of Israel. They 

keep saying, “Our bones are dried up, our hope has gone; we are as good as 

dead.” So prophesy. Say to them, “The Lord says this: I am now going to 

open your graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead 

you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord, when I 

open your graves and raise you from your graves, my people. And I shall put 

my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; 

and you will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this – it is the Lord 

who speaks.”’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 19: Friday 20 or St. John Eudes 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 106(107):2-9 

 

R. O give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 

 

Let them say this, the Lord’s redeemed, 

whom he redeemed from the hand of the foe 

and gathered from far-off lands, 

from east and west, north and south.  R. 

 

Some wandered in the desert, in the wilderness, 

finding no way to a city they could dwell in. 

Hungry they were and thirsty; 

their soul was fainting within them.   R. 

 

Then they cried to the Lord in their need 

and he rescued them from their distress 

and he led them along the right way, 

to reach a city they could dwell in.   R. 

 

Let them thank the Lord for his love, 

for the wonders he does for men: 

for he satisfies the thirsty soul; 

he fills the hungry with good things.   R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Psalm 118:18   
      

Open my eyes, O Lord, that I may consider 

the wonders of your law. 

 

Alleluia! 
 

Or: 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Psalm 24:4,5 

   

Teach me your paths, my God, 

make me walk in your truth. 

 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       43:1-7 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel  
 

The glory of the Lord arrived at the Temple 

 

The angel took me to the gate, the one facing east.  

I saw the glory of the God of Israel approaching from the east.  

A sound came with it, like the sound of the ocean,  

and the earth shone with his glory.  

This vision was like the one I had seen  

when I had come for the destruction of the city,  

and like the one I had seen on the bank of the river Chebar.  

Then I prostrated myself. 

The glory of the Lord arrived at the Temple by the east gate.  

The spirit lifted me up  

and brought me into the inner court;  

I saw the glory of the Lord fill the Temple.  

And I heard someone speaking to me from the Temple  

while the man stood beside me.  

The voice said, ‘Son of man, this is the dais of my throne,  

the step on which I rest my feet.  

I shall live here among the sons of Israel for ever.’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 84(85):9-14 

 

R. The glory of the Lord will dwell in our land. 

 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 

a voice that speaks of peace, 

peace for his people and his friends. 

His help is near for those who fear him 

and his glory will dwell in our land.   R. 

 

Mercy and faithfulness have met; 

justice and peace have embraced. 

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

and justice look down from heaven.   R. 

 

August 20: St. Bernard 
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The Lord will make us prosper 

and our earth shall yield its fruit. 

Justice shall march before him 

and peace shall follow his steps.   

 

R. The glory of the Lord will dwell in our land. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Psalm 118:36,29 

 

 Bend my heart to your will, O Lord, 

and teach me your law. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Matthew 23:9,10 

 

 You have only one Father, 

and he is in heaven; 

you have only one Teacher, 

the Christ. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       1:1-5,11-12 
 

A reading from the second letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians  
 

We thank God for your faith and your love 

 

From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy,  

to the Church in Thessalonika  

which is in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ;  

wishing you grace and peace  

from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We feel we must be continually thanking God for you, brothers;  

quite rightly, because your faith is growing so wonderfully  

and the love that you have for one another  

never stops increasing;  

and among the churches of God  

we can take special pride in you  

for your constancy and faith  

under all the persecutions and troubles  

you have to bear.  

It all shows that God’s judgement is just,  

and the purpose of it  

is that you may be found worthy of the kingdom of God;  

it is for the sake of this that you are suffering now. 

We pray continually  

that our God will, by his power, 

 fulfil all your desires for goodness  

and complete all that you have been doing through faith;  

because in this way  

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ  

will be glorified in you and you in him,  

by the grace of our God  

and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 22 : Queenship of the B.V. Mary 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 95(96):1-5 

 

R. Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all the peoples. 

 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 

sing to the Lord all the earth. 

O sing to the Lord, bless his name.  R. 

 

Proclaim his help day by day, 

tell among the nations his glory 

and his wonders among all the peoples. R. 

 

The Lord is great and worthy of praise, 

to be feared above all gods; 

the gods of the heathens are naught.  R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     John 17:17   
       

Your word is truth, O Lord: 

consecrate us in the truth. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      John 10:27 
        

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice, 

says the Lord, 

I know them and they follow me. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       2:1-3,14-17 
 

A reading from the second letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians  
 

Keep the traditions that we taught you 

 

To turn, brothers, to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ  

and how we shall all be gathered round him:  

please do not get excited too soon  

or alarmed by any prediction or rumour  

or any letter claiming to come from us,  

implying that the Day of the Lord has already arrived.  

Never let anyone deceive you in this way. 

Through the Good News that we brought  

God called you to this  

so that you should share the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Stand firm, then, brothers,  

and keep the traditions that we taught you,  

whether by word of mouth or by letter.  

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself,  

and God our Father  

who has given us his love and, through his grace,  

such inexhaustible comfort and such sure hope,  

comfort you and strengthen you  

in everything good that you do or say. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 23: Tuesday 21 or St. Rose of Lima 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 95(96):10-13 

 

R. The Lord comes to rule the earth. 

 

Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’ 

The world he made firm in its place; 

he will judge the peoples in fairness.   R. 

 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, 

let the sea and all within it thunder praise, 

let the land and all it bears rejoice, 

all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

at the presence of the Lord for he comes, 

he comes to rule the earth.    R. 

 

With justice he will rule the world, 

he will judge the peoples with his truth.  R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      cf. Acts 16:14  
      

Open our heart, O Lord, 

to accept the words of your Son. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Hebrews 4:12  
      

The word of God is something alive and active: 

it can judge secret emotions and thoughts. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       21:9-14 
 

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse  
 

He showed me Jerusalem, the holy city, coming down from God out of heaven 

 

The angel came to speak to me, and said,  

‘Come here and I will show you the bride  

that the Lamb has married.’  

In the spirit, he took me to the top of an enormous high mountain  

and showed me Jerusalem, the holy city,  

coming down from God out of heaven.  

It had all the radiant glory of God  

and glittered like some precious jewel of crystal-clear diamond. 

The walls of it were of a great height,  

and had twelve gates;  

at each of the twelve gates there was an angel,  

and over the gates were written  

the names of the twelve tribes of Israel;  

on the east there were three gates,  

on the north three gates,  

on the south three gates,  

and on the west three gates. 

The city walls stood on twelve foundation stones,  

each one of which bore the name  

of one of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 24: St. Bartholomew 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 144(145):10-13a,17-18 

 

R. Your friends, O Lord, make known the glorious splendour of your reign. 

 

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, 

and your friends shall repeat their blessing. 

They shall speak of the glory of your reign 

and declare your might, O God.   R. 

 

They make known to men your mighty deeds 

and the glorious splendour of your reign. 

Yours is an everlasting kingdom; 

your rule lasts from age to age.   R. 

 

The Lord is just in all his ways 

and loving in all his deeds. 

He is close to all who call him, 

who call on him from their hearts.   R. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     John 1:49  

      

Rabbi, you are the Son of God, 

you are the King of Israel. 
 

Alleluia! 
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FIRST READING       1:1-9 
 

A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians  
 

You have been enriched in many ways in Christ 

 

I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle,  

together with brother Sosthenes,  

send greetings to the church of God in Corinth,  

to the holy people of Jesus Christ,  

who are called to take their place  

among all the saints everywhere  

who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ;  

for he is their Lord no less than ours.  

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ  

send you grace and peace. 

I never stop thanking God  

for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ.  

I thank him that you have been enriched in so many ways,  

especially in your teachers and preachers;  

the witness to Christ has indeed been strong among you  

so that you will not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit  

while you are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed;  

and he will keep you steady and without blame  

until the last day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

because God by calling you  

has joined you to his Son, Jesus Christ;  

and God is faithful. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 25: Thursday 21 or St. Louis or St. Joseph Calasanz 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 144(145):2-7 

 

R. I will bless your name for ever, O Lord. 

 

I will bless you day after day 

and praise your name for ever. 

The Lord is great, highly to be praised, 

his greatness cannot be measured.   R. 

 

Age to age shall proclaim your works, 

shall declare your mighty deeds, 

shall speak of your splendour and glory, 

tell the tale of your wonderful works.  R. 

 

They will speak of your terrible deeds, 

recount your greatness and might. 

They will recall your abundant goodness; 

age to age shall ring out your justice.  R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      John 15:15 

     

I call you friends, says the Lord, 

because I have made known to you 

everything I have learnt from my Father. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Matthew 24:42,44  

     

Stay awake and stand ready, 

because you do not know the hour 

when the Son of Man is coming. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

  



43 | P a g e  

 

FIRST READING       1:17-25 
 

A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians  
 

We preach a crucified Christ, an obstacle to men,  

but to those who have been called, the wisdom of God 
 

Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach the Good News,  

and not to preach that in the terms of philosophy  

in which the crucifixion of Christ cannot be expressed.  

The language of the cross may be illogical  

to those who are not on the way to salvation,  

but those of us who are on the way  

see it as God’s power to save.  

As scripture says: I shall destroy the wisdom of the wise  

and bring to nothing all the learning of the learned.  

Where are the philosophers now? Where are the scribes?  

Where are any of our thinkers today? 

Do you see now how God has shown up the foolishness of human wisdom?  

If it was God’s wisdom that human wisdom should not know God,  

it was because God wanted to save those who have faith  

through the foolishness of the message that we preach.  

And so, while the Jews demand miracles  

and the Greeks look for wisdom,  

here are we preaching a crucified Christ;  

to the Jews an obstacle that they cannot get over,  

to the pagans madness,  

but to those who have been called, whether they are Jews or Greeks,  

a Christ who is the power and the wisdom of God.  

For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,  

and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 26: Friday 21 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 32(33):1-2,4-5,10-11 

 

R. The Lord fills the earth with his love. 
 

Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; 

for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 

Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, 

with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs.  R. 

 

For the word of the Lord is faithful 

and all his works to be trusted. 

The Lord loves justice and right 

and fills the earth with his love.   R. 

 

He frustrates the designs of the nations, 

he defeats the plans of the peoples. 

His own designs shall stand for ever, 

the plans of his heart from age to age.  R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     cf. Psalm 129:5 
          

My soul is waiting for the Lord, 

I count on his word. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Luke 21:36   
         

Stay awake, praying at all times 

for the strength to stand with confidence 

before the Son of Man. 
 

Alleluia! 

  



45 | P a g e  

 

FIRST READING       1:26-31 
 

A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians  
 

God chose what is weak by human reckoning 

 

Take yourselves for instance, brothers,  

at the time when you were called:  

how many of you were wise in the ordinary sense of the word,  

how many were influential people,  

or came from noble families?  

No, it was to shame the wise  

that God chose what is foolish by human reckoning,  

and to shame what is strong  

that he chose what is weak by human reckoning;  

those whom the world thinks common and contemptible  

are the ones that God has chosen –  

those who are nothing at all 

to show up those who are everything. 

The human race has nothing to boast about to God,  

but you, God has made members of Christ Jesus  

and by God’s doing  

he has become our wisdom, and our virtue,  

and our holiness, and our freedom.  

As scripture says:  

if anyone wants to boast, let him boast about the Lord. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 27: St. Monica 

 



46 | P a g e  

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 32(33):12-13,18-21 

 

R. Happy the people the Lord has chosen as his own. 

 

They are happy, whose God is the Lord, 

the people he has chosen as his own. 

From the heavens the Lord looks forth, 

he sees all the children of men.  R. 

 

The Lord looks on those who revere him, 

on those who hope in his love, 

to rescue their souls from death, 

to keep them alive in famine.   R. 

 

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 

The Lord is our help and our shield. 

In him do our hearts find joy. 

We trust in his holy name.   R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Philippians 2:15-16  
       

You will shine in the world like bright stars 

because you are offering it the word of life. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     John 13:34  

 

 I give you a new commandment: 

love one another just as I have loved you, 

says the Lord. 

 

Alleluia! 

  



47 | P a g e  

 

FIRST READING       2:1-5 
 

A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians  
 

I claimed knowledge about the crucified Christ 

 

Brothers, when I came to you,  

it was not with any show of oratory or philosophy,  

but simply to tell you what God had guaranteed.  

During my stay with you,  

the only knowledge I claimed to have  

was about Jesus,  

and only about him as the crucified Christ.  

Far from relying on any power of my own,  

I came among you in great ‘fear and trembling’  

and in my speeches and the sermons that I gave,  

there were none of the arguments that belong to philosophy;  

only a demonstration of the power of the Spirit.  

And I did this  

so that your faith should not depend on human philosophy  

but on the power of God. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 118(119):97-102 

 

R. Lord, how I love your law! 

 

Lord, how I love your law! 

It is ever in my mind. 

Your command makes me wiser than my foes; 

for it is mine for ever.    R. 

 

I have more insight than all who teach me 

for I ponder your will. 

I have more understanding than the old 

for I keep your precepts.   R. 

 

I turn my feet from evil paths 

to obey your word. 

I have not turned from your decrees; 

you yourself have taught me.   R. 

August 29: Beheading of St. John (weekday with proper Gospel) 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Matthew 5:10  
       

Happy those who are persecuted 

in the cause of right: 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Alleluia! 

  



49 | P a g e  

 

FIRST READING       1:17-19 

 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

 

I claimed knowledge about the crucified Christ 

 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me, saying: 

‘Brace yourself for action. 

Stand up and tell them 

all I command you. 

Do not be dismayed at their presence, 

or in their presence I will make you dismayed. 

‘I, for my part, today will make you 

into a fortified city, 

a pillar of iron, 

and a wall of bronze 

to confront all this land: 

the kings of Judah, its princes, 

its priests and the country people. 

They will fight against you 

but shall not overcome you, 

for I am with you to deliver you – 

it is the Lord who speaks.’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 70:1-6, 15, 17 R. v. 15 

 

R. My lips will tell of your justice, O Lord, 

 

In you, O Lord, I take refuge; 

let me never be put to shame. 

In your justice rescue me, free me: 

pay heed to me and save me.    R. 

 

Be a rock where I can take refuge, 

a mighty stronghold to save me; 

for you are my rock, my stronghold. 

Free me from the hand of the wicked.   R. 

 

August 29: Beheading of St. John (proper readings) 
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It is you, O Lord, who are my hope, 

my trust, O Lord, since my youth. 

On you I have leaned from my birth, 

from my mother’s womb you have been my help.   R. 

 

My lips will tell of your justice 

and day by day of your help. 

O God, you have taught me from my youth 

and I proclaim your wonders still.   R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Matthew 5:10  
       

Happy those who are persecuted 

in the cause of right: 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Alleluia! 

 

  



51 | P a g e  

 

FIRST READING       2:10-16 
 

A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians  
 

An unspiritual person does not accept anything fo the Spirit of God. A spiritual man, on the 

other hand, is able to judge the value of everything.  

 

The Spirit reaches the depths of everything,  

even the depths of God.  

After all, the depths of a man  

can only be known by his own spirit,  

not by any other man,  

and in the same way the depths of God  

can only be known by the Spirit of God.  

Now instead of the spirit of the world,  

we have received the Spirit that comes from God,  

to teach us to understand the gifts that he has given us. 

Therefore we teach,  

not in the way in which philosophy is taught,  

but in the way that the Spirit teaches us:  

we teach spiritual things spiritually.  

An unspiritual person  

is one who does not accept anything of the Spirit of God:  

he sees it all as nonsense;  

it is beyond his understanding  

because it can only be understood by means of the Spirit.  

A spiritual man, on the other hand,  

is able to judge the value of everything,  

and his own value is not to be judged by other men.  

As scripture says:  

Who can know the mind of the Lord,  

so who can teach him?  

But we are those who have the mind of Christ. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 30th: Tuesday 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Psalm 144(145):8-14 

 

R. The Lord is just in all his ways. 
 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 

slow to anger, abounding in love. 

How good is the Lord to all, 

compassionate to all his creatures.   R. 

 

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, 

and your friends shall repeat their blessing. 

They shall speak of the glory of your reign 

and declare your might, O God, 

to make known to men your mighty deeds 

and the glorious splendour of your reign.  R. 

 

Yours is an everlasting kingdom; 

your rule lasts from age to age. 

The Lord is faithful in all his words 

and loving in all his deeds. 

The Lord supports all who fall 

and raises all who are bowed down.  R. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Hebrews 4:12  
       

The word of God is something alive and active: 

it can judge secret emotions and thoughts. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!     Luke 7:16  
       

A great prophet has appeared among us; 

God has visited his people. 

 

Alleluia!  



53 | P a g e  

 

FIRST READING       3:1-9 
 

A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians  
 

We are fellow workers with God; you are God’s farm, God’s building.  

 

Brothers, I myself was unable to speak to you as people of the Spirit:  

I treated you as sensual men,  

still infants in Christ.  

What I fed you with was milk, not solid food,  

for you were not ready for it;  

and indeed, you are still not ready for it  

since you are still unspiritual.  

Isn’t that obvious  

from all the jealousy and wrangling that there is among you,  

from the way that you go on behaving like ordinary people?  

What could be more unspiritual than your slogans,  

‘I am for Paul’ and ‘I am for Apollos’? 

After all, what is Apollos and what is Paul? 

They are servants who brought the faith to you.  

Even the different ways in which they brought it  

were assigned to them by the Lord.  

I did the planting, Apollos did the watering,  

but God made things grow.  

Neither the planter nor the waterer matters:  

only God, who makes things grow.  

It is all one who does the planting and who does the watering,  

and each will duly be paid  

according to his share in the work.  

We are fellow workers with God;  

you are God’s farm, God’s building. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  

August 31st: Wednesday 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Psalm 32(33):12-15,20-21 

 

R. Happy the people the Lord has chosen as his own. 
 

They are happy, whose God is the Lord, 

the people he has chosen as his own. 

From the heavens the Lord looks forth, 

he sees all the children of men.  R. 

 

From the place where he dwells he gazes 

on all the dwellers on the earth; 

he who shapes the hearts of them all; 

and considers all their deeds.   R. 

 

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 

The Lord is our help and our shield. 

In him do our hearts find joy. 

We trust in his holy name.   R. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      1 Peter 1:25  
       

The word of the Lord remains for ever: 

What is this word? 

It is the Good News that has been brought to you. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 

 

Lector: Alleluia All: Alleluia!      Luke 4:18  
       

The Lord has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, 

 to proclaim liberty to captives. 

 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 


